[The new versus the old antidepressant drugs: a comparative study of their psychopharmacological profiles (author's transl)].
We studied 13 known or potential antidepressants, choosen in different pharmacological classes: desipramine, imipramine, nialamide, dexamphetamine, AHR 1118, amineptine, iprindole, mianserine, nomifensine, salbutamol, TRH viloxazine, zimelidine. Each of these compounds was studied on 8 psychopharmacological tests: motor activity, reserpine induced hypothermia, reserpine induced ptosis, oxotremorine induced hypothermia, oxotremorine induced tremors, high doses apomorphine induced hypothermia, potentiation of toxic effects of yohimbine, behavioural despair. Clinical active compounds are efficient on yohimbine test and at least on one model of hypothermia; with a few exceptions, easy to explain, substances with a clearly demonstrated antidepressant activity in human have some common effects; these common effects can be used to predict, from animal experiments, an antidepressant effect in man.